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ARMS OF COL. WILLIAM COLE, 

Secretary of State of Virginia, page 177. 
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COLE FAMILY. 

[See Quabteely, Vol. I. , pp. 142, 153. (Eevised.) Va. Mag. of Hist, and 
Biog., Vol. II., p. 382.] 

" Boldrup," * the home of Col. Wm. 1 Cole, some time member of 
the Va. Council and Secretary of State, was pleasantly situated on 
the Warwick Biver, a branch of the James. The site is now covered 
with weeds and bushes, though the brick foundations may yet be 
seen. In a grove near by are tombstones of Col. Wm. Cole and his 
second and third wives, Ann Digges and Martha Lear. 

The plantation, originally consisting of 1350 acres, formerly 
belonged to Samuel Stephens, f Esq., who in January, 1652, con- 
veyed it, as a marriage consideration, to Frances Culpeper, subse- 
quently his wife, the title to vest in her at his death. At a meet- 
ing of the General Court on April 21, 1670, the petition of Mrs. 
Frances Stephens, relict of Capt. Samuel, was read, asking that 
she might be immediately possessed of the land and personal 
estate at " Boldrup," Warwick county, where John Hill then lived, 
and the same day the will of her husband with the oath of Mr. 
Henry Filmer was recorded. (General Court Becords.) 

Shortly after this Mrs. Stephens married Gov. Berkeley, and 
after the said intermarriage, by deed dated April 26, 1671, Sir 
Wm. Berkeley and Dame Frances, his wife, sold the land on War- 
wick river to Lt. Col. William Cole for £450 of lawful money of 
England. Then in October, 1674, the General Assembly confirmed 
the sale by a formal act. (Hening's Stats., Vol. II.) 

Col. Cole was made a member of the Council in March, 1674-'75, 
and Secretary of State, 17 Jan. 1690-91. (Sainsbury Papers.) 
He supported Berkeley during Bacon's Eebellion, and performed 
for years an active part in the civil and military administration. 
He did not survive his appointment as Secretary of State many 
years. April 15, 1692, he preferred a petition to the King to be 
relieved of office, complaining that " he was lately much decayed 
in body," and " a deep melancholy had seized him." (Sainsbury 
Papers.) His tombstone states that he died March 4, 1693-94, in 
his 56th year. 

Dudley Digges' tomb at Bellfield states that he married Susan- 

*This is the spelling in the Reoords and not "Bolthorpe," as given in 
another place in this magazine. 

fSon of Richard Stephens, Esq., of the Va. Council. Samuel Stephens 
was 2d. Governor of North Carolina. 
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nah Cole, daughter of Col. Wm. Cole, and that she died in 1708, aged 

34. So that CoL Cole 1 married three times : 1st, before 1674, 

and had Susannah, married Dudley Digges, son of Gov. Edward 
Digges ; 2d, Ann Digges, sister of Dudley Digges, and she died 
Nov. 22, 1686, in her 29th year— issue, Edward Cole and Digges 
Cole, who died infants (see tombstone) ; 3rd, Martha, dau. of John 
Lear, Esq. — issue, Martha, John, and Mary, who died infants (see 
tombstone), and William*. In the York records is a deed by 
Lewis Burwell, who married the widow Martha Cole, in favor of 
William Cole, son of Col. William Cole, of Warwick county, and 
his wife Martha, now " the wife of me, said Lewis Burwell." 

William 2 Cole is mentioned in the will of his stepfather, Lewis 
Burwell, proved February 19, 1710. (York County Records.) In 
1711 Nicholas Curie, guardian for William Cole, gentleman, 
brought suit in York against Nathaniel Burwell and James Bur- 
well, sons of Lewis Burwell, Esq. * Having arrived at age before 
1714, in that year he gave his bond, with John Stith as security, 
to construct warehouses at "Swine Yards," and other places in 
Charles City county. (Calendar /State Papers, I., 175.) He was a 
member of the House of Burgesses for Warwick in 1718 and in 
1726 ( Va. Hist. Beg.), and one of the visitors of William and Mary 
College in 1723. (College Catalogue.) He was deputy-Receiver 
General in 1721 and colonel of militia. ( Council Journal.) Wil- 
liam Cole married Mary , who died in 1752. He made his 

will in 1729. He had issue : 1, William 3 ; 2, Martha, who married 
Leigh, who died in 1779, leaving a daughter Mary, who married 
William Claiborne, living at the time of decision of the suit. (Clai- 
bornevs. Cole, 1794, Washington's Supreme Court Reports, Vol. I., 
p. 337.) According to the account in the Richmond Standard' 
(Vol. II., No. 52), by Nathaniel H. Claiborne, son of William Clai- 
borne, Miss Cole who married Ferdinand Leigh was Mary Cole, 
a curious error (if error it is), since she was his grandmother. 
But William 8 Cole's mother was Martha Cole, and it is natural 
that he should have named a daughter for her. General Ferdi- 
nand Leigh Claiborne and Governor William Charles Cole Clai- 
borne were distinguished brothers of the writer in the Standard 
(1822). From the case in Washington's Reports, it would seem 
there were other children of WilHam 2 Cole. Perhaps Roscow Cole, 
who was at William and Mary College in 1747, as usher in the 
Grammar school, and in 1754 was minister of Warwick Parish, 
was one. William Roscow, son of James Roscow, of " Blunt Point," 
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in Warwick county, represented Warwick in the House of Bur- 
gesses with William* Cole in 1726; so Mary Cole, wife of William* 
Cole, was probably his sister. About the close of the century a 
Eoscow Cole married Elizabeth Digges, daughter of Dudley Digges, 
of the Committee of Safety. And in 1830, Koscow Cole was a 
wealthy merchant of Williamsburg. His only daughter, Anne E., 
married William P. Hamilton, of New York. William James Eos- 
cow, son of Major William J. Cole, died at Wilmington, Fluvanna 
oounty, October 10, 183 — , aged two years. Jane Cole was perhaps 
a sister of William 2 Cole, and she married Nathaniel Claiborne, of 
"Sweet Hall" according to the account referred to in the Standard. 
Mr. Stanard, in his account of the Coles, in the Virginia Maga- 
zine of History and Biography, says she (Jane) married 2dly 
Stephen Bingham ; 3d, Col. Francis West. There is an advertise- 
ment in the Virginia Gazette for 1787, by Stephen Bingham, of 
lands lately belonging to his half-brother Eoscow Bingham, who 
died under twenty-one, and now occupied by Col. Francis West, 
who married Eoscow Bingham's mother. 

The Charles City records show that in 1737 Cole Digges and 
Lewis Burwell were the executors of William' Cole. In 1738 
William' Cole, his son, was required to repair the public ware- 
houses, but offered to build one forty feet by twenty-four at Swine- 
herds (Swine-yards.) He died before 1754, and in that year 
William Cole is mentioned as "his son and heir" under the 
guardianship of Elizabeth Cole, administrator of his father. She 
married 2dly, Philip Par Edmundson. In the Virginia Gazette for 
June 27, 1766, there is a notice by John Minge, Philip Edmund- 
son and William Acrill, all of Charles City county, that William 
Cole, the elder, devised certain legacies to his younger children, 
residue to his oldest son William. 4 

William 4 Cole was born June, 1744, and calls himself of " Buck- 
land," in Charles city county. In 1769 William Cole and Susannah, 
his wife, sold part of " Buckland " to William Byrd. ( Charles City 
County Records.) In December, 1766, William Logwood adver- 
tised that he would attend at Charles City Court to sell 4,000 
acres, part of 10,000 acres belonging to William Cole, known as 
"Buckland"; also a tract of about 1,500 in Warwick county, 
adjoining "Eich Neck," known by the name of Baldriff Neck 
(Boldrup); likewise two tracts belonging to subscriber in Gooch- 
land and Cumberland. Baldriff Neck was, of course, the old estate 
of Samuel Stephens, "Boldrup." William 4 Coles' wife was Susan- 
13 
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nah Digges, daughter of Col. William Digges, according to the 
statement of his granddaughter, which is confirmed by the Digges 
pedigree. (Quarterly, Vol. L, p. 148.) 

Issue of William * Cole (will proved in Albemarle Co., June 7, 
1802) and Susannah Digges, 1, William*; 2, (Capt.) John Cole; 
3, Sarah; 4, Mary (Mrs. Woolfolk) ; 5, Susannah (Mrs. Anderson); 

6, Eichard; 7, Joseph; 8, Nancy; 9, , who md. Jos. H. 

Irwin, and had three children — SuHe Eliza Irwin, Mary Anne 
Irwin, and Betsy Cole Irwin. 

William 5 Cole (will proved in Orange Co., Feb. 28, 1748) mar- 
ried Mary Frances Alexander, daughter of Col. Gerrard Alexan- 
der,* and had issue, 1, William, died infant; 2, Susannah Digges 6 ; 
3, William, died unmarried, killed in C. S. A. ; 4, Edward, 
surgeon C. S. A., married Hibernia, daughter of Dr. Cullen, of 
Eichmond, Va. ; 5, Anna (Mrs. Henshaw) ; 6, Catharine (Mrs. Dr. 
Eogers) ; 7, John (jr., married Anne Duke, of Albemarle. 

Susannah Digges 6 Cole married Judge John Madison Chapman, 
of Orange county, Va., and had issue, 1, Mary Ella, married her 
cousin, Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, of Charles county, Md.; 2, Emma, 
married 1st, Capt. Eobert V. Boykin, of Norfolk, nephew of Judge 
John Y.Mason; 2dly, Samuel Culver, of Chicago; 3, Susie Ashton, 
married Calvin Perkins, now a lawyer of Memphis, Tenn. ; 4, Sally 
Foote Alexander (Single) ; 5, John Madison (died infant) ; 6, Jane 
Slaughter (died aged 12); 7, John Madison (died infant) ; 8, Belle, 
married William Moncure, of "Horseshoe," Eapidan Eiver, Cul- 
peper county; 9, Cora, died single; 10, Ashton Alexander, civil 
engineer. He married Nannie Gregory, of Oxford, N. C. 

It has been supposed that William Cole, who came to Virginia 
in 1618, aged 19 years, and was burgess for Nutmeg Quarter in 
Warwick county, was father of Col. William Cole, of the Council. 
Owing to the social standing of Col. Cole, he may have been a re- 
lation of Sir William Cole, first provost of Enniskillen, and who 
commanded a regiment against the Eebels in Ireland in 1643. 

* " Hayden makes a mistake in his "Effingham Alexanders: He gives Ool. 
Alexander as "Jared," which is the provincialism. He was Gerrard, son 
of Capt. John Alexander and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Eichard 
Barnes, and married his first cousin Elizabeth Ashton Alexander, daughter 
of his uncle Capt. Wm.. Alexander and his wife, Sigismunda Mary Massie, 
granddaughter of Itev. David Stuart, of King George. Hayden gives Ool. 
Gerrard and Elizabeth Ashton (Alexander) Alexander as having daughters- 
Mary and Frances— that is one too many. It should be Mary Frances (Mrs. 
Wm. Cole)."— Susan Ashton Perkins. 
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Sir William Cole married 1st; Susannah, dau. of John Croft, Esq., 
of Lancaster; 2d, Catharine, dau. of Sir Lawrence Parsons of 
Birr, 2d baron of the Exchequer. Col. Cole, of Virginia, had a 
daughter Susannah, who married Dudley Digges. Members of 
the Croft or Crofts family were residents of parishes adjoining 
Denbeigh in Warwick county, Va. Thus I notice in the register 
of New Pocoson, York county: "Died John Crofts, merchant of 
London, July 23, 1709." In 1709 John Crofts was deputy to 
George Luke, Esq., naval collector. In 1717 John Croft, of 
Charleston, S. C, gave a power of attorney to his wife, Katharine, 
to administer the estate of James Burtell in behalf of his two 
children, Childermas and Abraham. The will of James Burtell at 
Hampton leaves his house and lot to Childermas, 3rd son of 
Madame Katharine Croft, or to his brother Abraham, should he 
survive him. Mentions his brothers Edward and John Burtell ,- 
and to Mrs. Martha Taylor leaves " my chariot, horses and har- 
ness." To Abraham, youngest child of Katharine Croft, his wharf 
at Hampton and land appertaining. Besidue of property between 
the two lads, and, if they had no issue, then to go to his brothers, 
Edward and John. Appoints his good friend, Dudley Digges, 
"hole and sole executor." Should he refuse, then Thomas Nelson, 
of Yorktown. Proved 25 7ber, 1716, by George Waff, Joseph 
Banister, and John Smith, witnesses. 

Mrs. Perkins, of Memphis, Tenn., a descendant of CoL William 
Cole, of Warwick, has a painting of the Cole arms, which is identi- 
cal with the carving on Col. Cole's tomb at "Boldrup." The 
frontispiece of the magazine is made from the painting. 
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{Continued from page 62.) 
We have seen that 2, Eiohard' Bernard, son of 1, Bichard 1 
Bernard, of Gloucester county, and Anna Corderoy, his wife, was 
vestryman of Petsworth Parish in 1677 (Vestry Book), and that in 
1689, calling himself " of the Parish of Petsoe and County of Glou- 
cester," he authorized Mr. William Buckner, of the County of 
Stafford, in Potomac, "to enter, sue for, and recover" all lands in 
Westmoreland county on the east side of Upper Machodick Eiver, 
by virtue of a patent of 1,000 acres (400 acres by mistake in pre- 
vious Quarterly) granted to Anna Bernard, and by her assigned to 
said Eichard. (Deed recorded in Westmoreland county, Va.) He 



